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Historic Germantown is a partnership 
organization serving historic, green and cultural 

sites in Northwest Philadelphia that works 
collaboratively to preserve these assets, increase 
public access and equity, and raise their visibility.

A Word from the President of the Board
What a year it has been! My friends, we have reeled from the death of George Floyd and all its consequences, 
and we have seen the passionate response in our nation around Black Lives Matter and systemic racism. Some 
of us have experienced the issue more viscerally than others. At the same time, in this same year, we have seen 
a microscopic virus throw the raw truth at us: no matter who we are, no matter where we come from, no matter 
what color we are, the virus doesn’t care. We are human beings, all with stories to tell. Historic Germantown’s 18 
sites, while valiantly coping with the financial difficulties that Covid-19 brought about, attempted in 2020 and in 
2021 to come to grips with the question: Are we telling the complete story of this area, home to the Leni Lenape 
for untold generations, and from 1683 on known as the German Township? What have we ignored, or forgotten, or 
simply not wanted to recognize in our stories? This is ground-breaking work for house museums, and all cultural 
sites. We praise all those executive directors and board directors for their courage, for their commitment to truth, 
and for interpreting their sites so that the entire community can feel included and be proud. Historic Germantown 
welcomes the participation of all our members in this important work. Thank you always for your ongoing support.

Loretta Witt
President of the Board

A Word from the Executive Director
We took a blow.

The past year challenged the cultural sector, including many of our 18 member sites. Due to the pandemic, in-
person visits plummeted, fundraising events were curtailed or postponed, site rental income vaporized, and many 
core funders shifted priorities.

And yet, we persisted.

Still, our member sites focused on their core missions and continued to serve as vital community anchors. We 
educated thousands of Philadelphia school children participating in the newly virtual History Hunters program; 
neighbors found refuge and delight in our gardens and greenspaces; sites experimented with the format of lectures 
and events, for example moving Juneteenth and Germantown Hall of Fame on-line; we increased social media and 
e-news posts and shared scores of archival Crier articles, historic photos and other gems from the Germantown 
Historical Society collections.

We are growing.

Historic Germantown and our member sites developed new programs, gained new funders, found new members, 
and cultivated new leaders. We are increasing equity by inviting and engaging more neighbors to use our green 
spaces and sites. We are securing major new brick and mortar preservation funding on behalf of our sites. Historic 
Germantown is expanding its Board and becoming ever more representative of our larger community.

We have sharper focus.

The upswell in the Black Lives Matter movement reinforced commitment to connecting the histories our 
sites present to contemporary social justice issues. Our sites have been meeting and working individually and 
collectively on short and long-term responses to the moral imperatives of #BLM. We are exploring what histories 
are told --and how and by whom they are told -- how we support equity building with neighbors in our community, 
and how we look at our own organizational histories and structures.

Thank you.

Each of you reading this faced your own challenges this past year, and we know you have many options in the 
types of community groups you support. We appreciate your advancing the work of Historic Germantown and our 
member sites. We value your ideas and input as we continue to lift up the stories of ‘freedom’s backyard.”

Tuomi Joshua Forrest
Executive Director
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Financial ReportBoard

Staff

John Kromer
Steve Kurtz
Kathleen Lee
Mark Lloyd
Norman Marcus
Ruth Marino
Amy Ricci
Dora Rogers
Mark Sellers+
Valarie Swain-
Cade McCoullom+
Carolyn Wallace

Loretta Witt - President
Lucy Strackhouse - Vice President
Timothy Lieb - Treasurer
Carolyn Adams - Secretary
Zarah Adams+
Patricia Bass
James Earl Davis
Supreme Divine-Dow
Lois Frischling
Laura Fox
Dwayne Grannum
Harold Haskins°
Tom Hemmerick*

Tuomi Forrest – Executive Director
Stacey Swigart – Communications Manager
Alex Bartlett – Archivist and Librarian
Lawanda Horton Sauter – Membership and Events Manager
Jenn Tham – Programs and Office Coordinator

“ 
“ 

* = Rolled off the Board in 2019 | + = Joined Board in 2020 | ° = Deceased

History Hunters Guides | ‘20-21 School Year

Jenna McLaughlin
Claire C. Meashey
Jessica Otterbine
Ilene Poses
Loree Schuster
Tom Snow
Ethan Snyder
Kari Thomas

Ginger Agnew
Elise D’Avella
Kerry Bryan
Christopher Bryant
Piper Burnett
Rick Heimann
Andy Jickling 
Helga Krauss
Mary McGinley

2020 Interns

Alisa Ghura 
Margarita Ortiz
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Contributions - Institutional

Events

Earned

Other

Contributions - Individuals

INCOME

Fundraising

Administration

Program

TOTAL EXPENSES

81%

9%

10%

22%

41%

19%

6%

12%



4 HISTORIC GERMANTOWN Annual Report 2020 5HISTORIC GERMANTOWNAnnual Report 2020

Thank you to our Donors 
Gifts $10-$99
 
Susan Abramson
Aaron Aleiner
Mary Ashmead III
Karla Ballard
Linda Bantel
Gary Beck
Susan Beetle
Sharon Bender
John Bevan III
Barbara Boswell
Maureen Bowers
Kay Briski
Leigh Brooks
Robert Buckius
Piper Burnett
Matt and Kristin 
Cadwallader
Joan Callan
Garen Capita
Thomas Carroll
Joseph and Maizie Caruso
Robert Cashion
Nina Coffin
David Contosta
Margaret Cooper
Emily Cooperman and 
John Hunt
Ann Daley
Roberta and William 
Daymon
Paula DeLong
Samuel Dorfman
Helene and Richard Dow
Regina Duffin
Caitlyn Durkin 
Stacy Dutton
Craig Elston
William Faltermayer
Dorothy Fitzgerald
Jane Foster and Arthur 
Willson
Cheryl Fox
Michael Frumer
Johanna Garrity
Deborah Gary
Meryl Gersh
Richard and Claire 
Goldman
Eric and Pamela Gravatt
Greta and Alan 
Greenberger
Ingrid Harris
Ian Hegarty
Cara and George Herold
Sandra Hewlett

Katy and Philip Hineline
Mark Hoey
Gloria Hoffman
Gordon and Nancy 
Howard
Beverly Jensen
Donald Jones
Stephen Jones and Grace 
Flisser
David Kairys and Antje 
Mattheus
Suzanne Kalbach
Tom Keels
George Kirlin
Gayl Koster
Rhonda Lambert
Warren Leibowitz
Karen Leslie-Henry
Rosalind Levine
David Linn
Jane Lippincott
Joseph and Bonnie 
Livezey
Joshua Lustig
Samuel Mason
Kathleen May
Michael McBride
Joe McCarthy
Joseph and Carolann 
McDowell
Molly McLaughlin
Mari McLean
Renee Mezzanotte
Michael Martin Mills
Handsel and Karen 
Minyard
Amanda Mitchell-Boyask
Sally and Pekka Mooar
David Moore
Patricia Newton
Susan Patterson
Paula Paul
Marjorie Philips
Samuel Pickard
Theodore and Peg Quann
Raymond Rabold
Timothy Raezer
Constance Ragsdale
Theodore and Dianne 
Reed
John and Virginia Rice
Laura Richlin
Elise Rivers
Robin Robinowitz
Regina Robinson
Susan Robinson
Joseph Roby

Dorothy Roschen
Patricia Rose
John Ruhl
Ron Rumford
Jill Saull
Barbie Savacool
Peter Schneider and 
Susan de Jarnatt
Julie Schultz
Gregory Schwab
John Schwartz
Bill and Barbara 
Schweisheimer
Penny Scott-Sedley
Ann Silverman
Mary Silverstein
Abby Smith
Eleanor Smith
Cindy Southerland
Gene and Dianne 
Stackhouse
Susan Stevenhouse
Liam Strain
Lynne and Bert Strieb
Reinhart and Paula 
Struzyna
Mary and Kevin Sweeten
Lois Taylor
Janet Tebbel
Leonard and Diana 
Thompson
William Thompson
John and Cathy Updegraff
Les Updegrove
Jane Uptegrove
Linn Washington
Anthony Wells
Sandra West
Delia White
Eric White
Connie Winters
Katherine Wolf
Jim and Joy Wuenschel
Dolly Young

Gifts $100-$499 
 
Alex Aberle
Alex Agnew
George Ahern
Graham Arader
Mary Bannister
Dennis and Rebecca 
Barnebey
Charlotte Biddle
Gene and Andrew Bishop
Susan Bockius

Kurt and Margaret 
Boehner
Ann Botelbarnard
Bob and Liz Brand
David and Anne Burnett
Louis and Kimberly 
Clotman
Joan Coale
Edward Cooper
Stephen and Linda 
Corsover
Joan Countryman
Nicholas Covolus
John and Fern Culhane
Vesta DeRiso
Harold Dilbeck
Stuart Ditzen and Denise 
Cowie
Supreme Divine-Dow
K.J. Dobronyi
John Domzalski
Barbara and William 
Dowdall
Kees and Katherine Dutilh
Robert Emberger
Steven Erisoty
Linda and Melvin Esh
Walter Evans
William Ewing
Doris and Robert Fanelli
Leroy Foulkrod
Janice Galer
Renate and Frank 
Genieser
Dwayne Grannum
Ruth and Michael 
Greenberg
Mary and William 
Hangley
Thomas Hyndman Jr.
Elizabeth and Andrew 
Jarvis
Mary Jenkins
Rebecca and Lawrence 
Johnson
Jack and Barbara Kelly
Eugene Klein
Kenneth and Anne 
Kolodziej
Joseph Leube
Claudia and Peter Levy
Timothy Lieb
Robin Lowry
Bruce Marshall
Dallas McWilliams
David Morris
Lesie Morris Smith

F. Laurence Pethick
John and Lynne Pollack
Nancy Pontone
Bonnie Raines
Amy Ricci
Theodore Robb
Barbara Rogers
Faye and Dan Ross
Alexander and Marjorie 
Russell
Lori and Marcos 
Salganicoff
Bonnie Schepers
Maynard Seider
C. Anthony Shippam
Barbara Silberman
Robert Smith
Betsy Solomon
Linda and Theresa Stanley
Kimberly Staub
Paul Steinke
George and Deborah Stern
Allen and Brenda Stokes
Molly Swigart
Charlaine Tolkien
Elizabeth Werthan
John and Donna Wetzel
Oliver Williams and 
Mary Ann Holloway
C. Amy Wilson
Theo Wood
Aaron Wunsch and Jillian 
Gale
David Young and Sloan 
Seale

Gifts $500-$999 
 
Zarah Adams
Amy Branch
Shantih Brando
James Earl Davis
Jim Duffin
Tuomi Forrest and 
Rebecca Bixby
Hannah Henderson
Irvin and Jean Miller
Russ Harris
Steven Peitzman
Sam Rhoads and Nicole 
Juday
Mark Sellers and Najjia 
Mahmoud
Richard Snowden
Jason Stevens
Paul Trower
Ken and Judy Weinstein
Sydelle Zove and Stephen 
Kauffman
 
Gifts $1,000-$2,499 
 
Carolyn and John Adams
Barbara Bloom and 
Robert Rossman
Lois and Jerry Frischling
Elizabeth Gemmill
Thomas and Suzanne 
Hemmerick
Catharine Keim
John Kromer and 
Kathleen Nelson
Kathleen and Bernard Lee

Norman Marcus
Stephen and Ruth Marino
George McNeely
Don Miller and Susan 
Thompson 
The Nararo Foundation
Dennis Pickeral and 
Debbie Miller
Richard Roccato
Dora Rogers
Laura and Ronald Siena
Jonathan Sprogell and 
Katheryn Taylor
Michael Stamm
Lucy and John 
Strackhouse
Stacey Swigart
Stephen Wooldridge
 
Gifts $2,500-$4,999 
 
Carolyn and Tim Adams
COVID-19 Arts Aid PHL 
Laura Fox
Susan and Henry 
Harrison
Mark Lloyd
Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission 
– Cultural and Historical 
Support

Gifts $5,000-$9,999 
 
Mary and Stephen Kurtz

Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission 
– Keystone 
Loretta and Tom Witt
Ted and Stevie Wolf
Michael and Sue Young

Gifts $10,000-
$24,999 
 
Daniel and Sally Gordon

Gifts $25,000-
$49,999 

Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and 
Economic Development 
– Cultural and Museum 
Preservation

Gifts $50,000 and 
above 

The William Penn 
Foundation

Cantrill Clark Inc.

Chestnut Hill College

CommonGround 
Abstract, LLC

Commons and 
Commons LLP

The Fresh Grocer

The Frosted Fox

Greenwood Financial 
Services, Inc.

Kurtz Construction 
Company

Old Republic Title

Primitive World 
Productions

Univest

Vernacular Architecture

Germantown United CDC

Loretta Witt Home Teams 
of Berkshire Hathaway, 
Home Services Fox & 
Roach, REALTORS

Our Institutional Supporters

JOIN US

To learn more about 
membership in 

Historic Germantown 
please visit:

freedomsbackyard.com/
donate
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES & IMPACT

Historic Germantown sites 
provide over 75 acres of 
gardens, lawns, fields and 
forests for community 
members to enjoy.  Many 
of the larger green 
spaces such as Awbury 
Arboretum, Cliveden and 
RittenhouseTown proved 
especially valuable during 
the pandemic as they allowed 
thousands people to safely 
experience beauty and nature 
close to home.   Thanks 
to a recent grant from the 
William Penn Foundation, 
HG will be working with our 
member sites to continue 
to make their green spaces 
even more accessible and 
welcoming to neighbors, and 
to help increase community 
say on how those spaces can 
best serve local needs and 
interests.

$1M
FOR RESTORATION 
AND RENOVATION

PRESERVATION

GREEN SPACE
Historic Germantown, working with our entire elected delegation 
from Northwest Philadelphia with special support from State 
Representative Stephen Kinsey and State Senator Arthur Haywood, 
applied for a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Grant (RACP) from 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on behalf of three sites who 
are beginning major restoration/renovation projects:  Johnson 
House, Stenton, and Wyck.  We were awarded $1 million for these 
projects and over the next few years will continue to apply to this 
fund on behalf of member that have similar larger capital projects.   
In addition, we continued to operate the popular Sustaining Our 
Sites (SOS) seed grant fund that assists member sites with small 
physical improvement projects, and, this year, with core program/
operating costs as well.

AdventureWoods is Awbury Arboretum’s natural 
materials playground, inviting kids, families, and 
adults alike to engage with the outdoors through 
creative and inquisitive play

Visitors enjoy a masked, socially distant afternoon on Wyck’s grounds

Awbury Arboretum and the Philly Goat Project 
team up for Sunday Fun Day, every Sunday 
during the summer and early fall from 2-5 p.m

75 ACRES
ACCESSIBLE 
GREEN SPACE

Workers install a UV ray blocking window panel at Cliveden

Historic Germantown’s Giving Tuesday 
campaign raised funds for a state Historic 
Marker honoring Black business owner and 
philanthropist, John Trower to be installed 
in the Fall of 2021 in front of the former 
headquarters of his catering and restaurant 
operations, 5706 Germantown Ave.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

History Hunters is the consortium’s 
flagship education program and 
is a partnership between Historic 
Germantown and members sites: 
Stenton (the lead organizer), 
Cliveden, Johnson House, La Salle 
Art Museum and Wyck.  It emphasizes 
site visits and hands-on investigation 
and learning at the participating 
sites.   As school children were not 
able to visit the sites in person this 
year, the program was effectively 
translated to an on-line experience 
utilizing 3D video tours of the sites 
and on-line instruction, educating 
over 3,000 4th and 5th graders in 

the 2020/21 school year.  Thanks to a grant from the Connelly 
Foundation,  we will begin to develop Science Sleuths, an 
expansion of the program geared to middle school grades that will 
combine science/environmental topics with history and be based 
on on-site (and on-line) visits to our member sites.

EDUCATING

9999 99

ONLINE CONTENT & 
DISTANCED OUTDOOR
PROGRAMMING

3,000+
4TH & 5TH 
GRADERS 
EDUCATED
ONLINE

The pandemic forced our member sites to be creative in how 
to offer programs and events to the public and many were 
reimagined as on-line events and activities.  The Johnson House’s 
annual Juneteenth Festival offered five hours of on-line panels 
and programs and the Germantown Hall of Fame was presented 
virtually.  Many sites offered lectures and other events on-line, in 
some cases increasing their reach and audience, while Historic 
Germantown increased the volume of information and materials 
distributed through its regular e-newsletters and social media 
platforms.

During the warm-weather months, sites were able to experiment 
with socially distanced outdoor programming ranging from 
community croquet games at Cliveden and RittenhouseTown, to 
a dramatic reading of Frederick Douglass’s “What to the Slave is 
the Fourth of July” at the Concord School House, to tile-making 
workshops with Lest We Forget Museum of Slavery and Karen 
Singer Tiles Works, sponsored by Awbury Arboretum.  As a large 
scale battle reenactment was not possible, this year Cliveden’s 
Revolutionary Germantown Festival activities took place across 
a wide swath of the neighborhood as many of our member sites 
created exhibits and programs around the theme of “revolution.” 

“Blessings and good wishes from your 
friends at Historic Fair Hill.”  Friends and 
neighbors help decorate Historic Fair Hill’s 
burial ground for Christmas Lights.

Awbury Arboretum, in partnership with the 
Lest We Forget Slavery Museum and Karen 
Singer Tileworks, hold an outdoor tile-
making workshop.

Like many during the pandemic, Stenton’s History 
Hunters made the shift to virtual meetings on 
Zoom!

Jahzeer Terrell performs “What to the Slave 
is the Fourth of July?” by Frederick Douglass 
at Concord School House for July 4th, 2020.A young boy waters Historic Fair Hill’s community garden, which provides fresh produce for a summer 

farm stand.

THE 
GERMANTOWN 

CRIER
Published since 1949, the 
Crier is the Germantown 
Historical Society’s 
semiannual journal of local 
history and one of the most 
popular Historic Germantown 
membership benefits! During 
2020 we provided digital 
access to over 25 editions 
and articles of interest 
from past Germantown 
Crier publications to supply 
interesting and engaging 
historic information to our 
members and friends.
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As we documented last year, Historic Germantown member 
sites support a wide range of local businesses and vendors, with 
an emphasis on hiring locally.  As well, many of those who visit 
our sites patronize neighborhood food establishments, shops, 
etc.  Our members also have provided free or low cost meeting 
space to community and neighborhood organizations.   While all 
of these contributions were impacted by the pandemic, we and 
our sites remain strongly committed to supporting our local for 
and non-profit community.  Historic Germantown, for example, 
recently started a new program to help promote local businesses 
and organizations and connect them to new customers; for more 
information, see freedomsbackyard.com/business-organization-
membership-program.

BLACK LIVES MATTERCOMMUNITY IMPACT

Historic Germantown sites responded in many ways to the summer 2020 resurgences in the Black 
Lives Matter movement—ranging from creating statements of support and action, to focused 
programing and advocacy, to looking more critically at their own organizations’ relationship to white 
privilege and the ongoing effects of structural racism.   Last summer, HG formed a working group of 
site leaders to plan to address these issues collectively both in the near and long term.  We are now 
working with nationally-recognized consultant Monica O. Montgomery to create consortium-wide 
shared mission statements related to this work, collective program initiatives, as well as individual 
plans for each site.  

Scan  to learn more 
about our new Business 

Membership Program:

Grumblethorpe Youth Volunteers manage their seasonal organic farm stand. Lest We Forget Slavery Museum’s Executive Director, Gwen Ragsdale, holds an artifact from the 
collection.

Ebenezer Maxwell Mansions Deep Rivers program explored the legacies of Victorian Era Black luminaries from several fields.

“ It’s important 
that our shared 
communities 
with diverse 
neighborhoods know 
that we affirm Black 
Lives Matter, so our 
neighbors know we 
share many of their 
same concerns.”
- Gwen Ragsdale, 
Executive Director, 
Lest We Forget Slavery 
Museum & Traveling 
Exhibit
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Our Member Sites

STENTON

One of the earliest and best 
preserved historic sites in the 
Philadelphia region.

WYCK

Wyck House, garden, and farm 
served as the ancestral home of 
the Wistar-Haines family for over 
nine generations.

LEST WE FORGET 
SLAVERY MUSEUM

Lest We Forget Slavery Museum 
is the only area museum with 
authentic slavery artifacts

ACES MUSEUM
The ACES Museum pays tribute to 
Minority Veterans of World War II. 
Every day is Veterans’ Day at ACES!

AWBURY ARBORETUM
Awbury Arboretum’s 55 acres provide 
the community with free access to 
nature and history 365 days a year.

BLACK WRITERS 
MUSEUM
The Black Writers Museum is a 
repository for and provides exhibits 
of classic and contemporary Black 
Literature and artifacts. Writers are 
the Narrators of History.

GERMANTOWN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Germantown Historical 
Society library and museum is 
the headquarters for history in 
Germantown.

HISTORIC 
RITTENHOUSETOWN

Historic RittenhouseTown is the 
site of British North America’s 
first paper mill built in 1690.

HISTORIC FAIR HILL

Historic Fair Hill, Inc maintains 
the 315-year-old Quaker burial 
ground of great leaders of the 
Underground Railroad and early 
women’s rights movement, 
including Lucretia Mott and 
Robert Purvis.

CLIVEDEN OF THE 
NATIONAL TRUST
Built in 1767, Cliveden is central to 
the struggles for American freedom. 
This elegant Georgian house was 
home to the Chew family for two 
centuries and site of the 1777 Battle 
of Germantown.

CONCORD SCHOOL 
HOUSE AND UPPER 
BURYING GROUND
The Concord Scholhouse, open from 
1775-1892, was Germantown’s first 
English language school.

EBENEZER MAXWELL 
MANSION
The Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion is 
Philadelphia’s only authentically-
restored Victorian house museum 
and garden.

GERMANTOWN WHITE 
HOUSE

The Germantown White House 
(Deshler-Morris) was the summer 
home to President George 
Washington.

GERMANTOWN 
MENNONITE HISTORIC 
TRUST

Germantown, the first permanent 
settlement of Mennonites in 
America, features this 1770 
meetinghouse.

GRUMBLETHORPE

Grumblethorpe, “John Wister’s 
Big House”, is a 1744 Colonial 
German county seat

HOOD CEMETERY

Behind the monumental 
stone gateway, soldiers of the 
Revolutionary and Civil Wars and 
prominent early citizens rest 
at one of Germantown’s oldest 
historic sites.

JOHNSON HOUSE

The Johnson House is one of 
the few remaining Underground 
Railroad Stations in Philadelphia 
open to the public.

LASALLE UNIVERSITY 
ART MUSEUM

La Salle Art Museum houses 
outstanding works from 1400 to 
the present.
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