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Yesterday and Today

CuURTIsS SISCO Is NEW OWNER OF C. A. ROWELL DEPARTMENT STORE

By HELEN M. CoMLY

C. A. Rowell Department Store
Corner of Germantown and Chelten Avenues

LWAYS progressive, the firm of C. A. Rowell
has again taken a step forward.

Mr. Rowell came to Germantown in 1919, He
already had a wide business experience elsewhere and
had attracted considerable attention in the shirtwaist
era when he advertised his store at 1609-1615 Waest
Susquehanna Avenue as “‘the greatest shirtwaist store
in Philadelphia.”

When he passed away in 1931 he, by Will, con-
verted his entire estate into a trust known as the
“Clarence A. Rowell and Grace Rockwell Rowell
Memorial Fund.” The income from this fund Mr.
Rowell directed ‘“‘is to be paid annually to certain
Germantown institutions.” By this action he felt the
money he made in Germantown would continue to
work for Germantown year after year indefinitely.

An important advance was made by the C. A.
Rowell Store in 1934 when a new front was con-
structed as well as the installation of modern fixtures,
cases, carpets and redecorating throughout.

For the past several years many have felt German-
town’s shopping district has been slowly deteriorating,
including Rowell’s.

In January of 1974 a new chapter was begun.
Curtis Sisco purchased the name and inventory of
C. A. Rowell from Wanger Bros. a Chicago retail
chain. He rents the building from the Rowell estate.

Photo by Geo. E, Stauffer, Jr,
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Curtis Sisco, President of C. A. Rowell

Residents of Germantown are fortunate to have the
new owner in our midst. He also has risen by his own
efforts and is conscious of and interested in the unique
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historical past of Germantown Avenue and vicinity.

Mr. Sisco was the youngest of twelve children of a
Birdsnest, Virginia sharecropper and came to Phila-
delphia at the age of nineteen after graduating from
high school. He spent four years in the United States
Army, attended a tailoring and design school and in
1962 joined the Philadelphia Police Department. He
was assigned traffic duty in the Germantown business
district.

During his tour of duty on the force he won two
official commendations, one a Hero Award. He ex-
pected to make a career of police work but in 1968,
while on highway patrol, he was injured in a motor-
cvcle mishap and as he puts it “‘an accident changed
my life—it forced me out on my own.”

While onthe force Mr. Sisco spent his off-time
serving as a clerk in a menswear store in West Phila-
delphia and when it came up for sale he purchased it
using his modest savings which, with his pension,
enabled him to “get started.”

His fine record as an officer, his determination and
promise in the retail field helped him get a bank loan
which was guaranteed by the Small Business Ad-
ministration. Sisco Menswear did well and nineteen
months later he purchased a second store. That also
prospered.

In 1972, a group of four stores on Germantown
Avenue directly across Chelten Avenue from Rowell’s
were foreclosed. The bank looked for a purchaser
and found Mr. Sisco. In July of 1972, he bought the
four stores plus second-floor office space. He opened
his third menswear store at 5703 Germantown Avenue
and rented out the other facilities. In August, 1973
he sold one of his West Philadelphia properties. Then
came the Rowell opportunity.

Mr. Sisco is very positive in what he hopes toac-
complish. Quality merchandise is being stocked to
continue to attract Germantown residents as well as
many from adjoining districts. There is already a
new aliveness evident in the entire store. He plans to
make Rowell’s a community hub, with space for public
meetings. Also, to involve himself in Germantown

affairs. He knows there is much to be done but feels
the section has stabilized and has an unlimited future.

Mr. Sisco was honored by the Menswear Retailers
of America as its minority businessman of 1972 and
his purchase of Rowell’s puts him in a class by him-
self, according to the United States Department of
Commerce's Office of Minority Business Enterprise.
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C. A. Rowell Germantown Avenue entrance—partially
seen in other view.

" Mr. Sisco has three children, two boys and a girl.
His wife, the former Artrianna Griffin, who died very
recently, was for the past five years Vice President and
Secretary of Sisco's Menswear, Inc., C. A. Rowell and
C. S. Enterprises, Inc., an advertising firm and holding
company for the stores.

His advice to young people “Trust in God, work
hard and think big.” All three are very important.
If you trust in God and work hard, the opportunity
will come.”

GUIDE BOOK TO HISTORIC GERMANTOWN

This very popular and informative book has been
reprinted for the fifth time. It is of course by Charles
F. Jenkins, well-known Germantown historian. One
page has been added listing changes that have oc-
curred in the area covered since its original publica-
tion in 1902.

Copies can be purchased at the Society’s Library,
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5208 Germantown Avenue (open on Tuesdays) or by
sending order to GERMANTOWNE CRIER, 5208 German-
town Avenue, Zone 19144,

Checks should be made payable to the Germantown
Historical Society.

Price is $2.00—please add 25¢ to cover postage and
handling.



